Maine Summit For Heroes Team Report And Pictures

Report Submitted by Constable Gerry Crispo
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, New Brunswick, Canada
The climbing team for Mt. Katahdin in the State of Maine consisted of federal, state and municipal law enforcement personnel from both the U.S. and Canada as the State of Maine and the Province of New Brunswick share a common border.  The climb was to honour fallen police officers from both sides of the border.  In particular members of the team were climbing for lost comrades and friends including:

· Special Officer Craig Miller, U.S. Secret Service, who was killed on September 11th, 2001 while on a protective assignment in New York City 

· Special Agent Phillip Lebid, U.S. Secret Service, who was killed in 2004 in an automobile accident while on duty in Tampa, Florida 

· Sgt. James Noyes, New Hampshire State Police, who was killed in 2004 during a SWAT call 

· Captain Brian S. Letendre, U.S.M.C., who was killed in action on May 6th, 2006 in Al Anbar Province in Iraq
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Our hike started at Abol Trailhead at 7:20 AM in heavy rain.  As we ascended the mountain the temperature dropped and the winds increased making for classic hypothermic conditions, particularly above treeline.  Several members of the climbing party made the wise decision to descend as the conditions on the Table Land plateau consisted of high winds, low visibility, patches of snow, and driving rain which changed to ice pellets near the summit.

We were very fortunate in being able to place three climbers on the summit: Constable Gerry Crispo (Royal Canadian Mounted Police), Constable Brian Carmichael (Fredericton Police Force) and Officer Kent Porter (Portland Police Department).  After a few photographs at the summit we quickly descended and rejoined our group, all of whom had made it back safely to the base of the mountain. 

It was indeed an honour to participate in the Summit for Heroes.  This day provided us with an opportunity to reflect upon and to remember our fallen heroes who have lost their lives in the line of duty.  Our thoughts also go out to their families and loved ones.  Many thanks to the Cops on Top board as well as our corporate sponsors, VF Corporation and The Force.

